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Abstract

Purpose. This article develops Micro-Media Networks as a human-
centered, decentralized medium in three steps. First, it grounds the model
in three complementary theoretical traditions: Castells’s network-society
framework, the social-capital and weak-ties tradition associated with
Putnam and Granovetter, and the literatures on persuasion psychology
and choice architecture. Second, drawing on established global
quantitative sources, it documents the comparative efficacy of networked-
human distribution relative to centralized distribution. Third, it proposes a
five-principle ethical-governance framework that draws an auditable line
separating this model from two neighbouring theoretical risks: astroturfing
and hypernudge.

Method. The study follows a documentary-library method: systematic
literature retrieval from Scopus and Web of Science, appraisal using
Scott’'s four criteria, and qualitative content analysis. Quantitative
evidence is drawn from secondary analysis of established sources—
Google Trends (with fully reproducible parameters), the Reuters Institute
Digital News Report, the Edelman Trust Barometer, ITU statistics, the
Digital 2024 global overview, and national lIranian surveys.

Findings. Convergent global data document a structural shift from
centralized to networked-human distribution, a shift that is sharper among
younger cohorts. In response, the proposed three-tier architecture—an
organizational core, a broad ring of aligned professionals, and a volunteer
civic network—offers eight structural advantages over centralized media
and exploits weak ties within a small-world topology to escape filter
bubbles. The Al co-pilot system is designed around the principle of
“suggesting companion, not decision-substitute,” in order to preserve
voice authenticity. A five-principle governance framework—structural
transparency, cognitive non-harm, cognitive autonomy, reversibility and
exit, and proportionality—aligned with the EU Al Act (2024/1689) and the
UNESCO (2021) Recommendation, draws an auditable boundary against



both astroturfing and hypernudge. Finally, three pathways—diaspora
communities, regional languages, and inter-network coalitions—illustrate
how this architecture can scale into transnational soft-power
infrastructure.

Keywords: Micro-Media Networks; Decentralized Media; Horizontal
Trust; Social Capital; Choice Architecture; Al Governance; Documentary
Method; Soft Power
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